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we 
And Underneath 
the Everlasting Arms 


By W. M. Czamanske 
BOVE us are the eyes that never 


slumber, 
That watch against whatever hurts or 
harms; 
Around us are His mercies without 
number, 


And underneath the everlasting arms. 


Above us are the hands that once were 
riven, 
That broke the spell of Satan’s cunning 
charms; 
Around us are the pledges He has given, 
And underneath the everlasting arms. 


Above us are the fruits of His affection, 
The blessed hope that stills our dread 
alarms; 
Around us are the —_ of His protec- 
tion, 
And underneath the everlasting arms. 


w 
Proving God 


God invites us to prove Him. Step- 
ping out in faith upon two Scripture 
passages, one man has been making a 
most interesting experiment for the past 
three years. On September 26, 1940, 
Perry Hayden, a flour miller of Tecum- 
seh, Mich., planted a cubic inch of Bald 
Rock Wheat. It has grown 36,026-fold. 
Inspired by John 12:24,— “Except a corn 
of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 


abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth 
forth much fruit,”—and Malachi 3:10, 
11,— “Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse . . . prove me now herewith 

»”’ — Hayden secured a plot of -iand 
from Henry Ford’s 10,000-acre farm in 
Tecumseh and sowed the seed. Each 
year a tenth of the wheat is given to 
the Tecumser Friends Church, and the 
nine-tenths replanted. The first tithe 
weighed 2.125 ounces and had a value of 
$.002, based on $1 wheat. The second 
tithe of 7 pounds had a value of $.1365, 
based on $1.17 wheat. The third tithe of 
95.7 pounds has a value of $2.63, based 
on $1.65 wheat. Hayden intends to con- 
tinue this project for six years, working 
his field for that period, and letting it 
rest the seventh year, according to Exo- 


dus 23:10, 11. Upwards of 2,000 acres 
may be required for the sixth crop. This 
phenomenal increase exposes the popular 
fallacy that what is “spiritual” is not 
“practical.” As though man knew better 
than his Creator what is best for him! 
What would it mean to our land if 
farmers, manufacturers, businessmen, 
and Government leaders took God at His 
word as Hayden is doing in respect to 
his wheat? What would it mean to the 
Church if even one-fourth of those whe 
call themselves Christians would obey 
God as simply and directly in all things? 
“Prove me now herewith, $aith the Lord 
of hosts, if J will not open you the win- 
dows, of heaven, and’ pour, you out a 
blessing, that-there—shall not be room 
enough to receive it.” 


From the Letters of James Smetham 
The second of two editorials by Ernest Gordon 


NE thing that James Smetham 
points out in these letters, which 
often escapes attention, is the in- 

tense concern of the spiritual world in 
our spiritual progress. Back of us and 
out of sight, as the mother behind the 
child and half-supporting it, are spir- 
itual hands, guiding and helping our 
gropings. There is joy in Heaven over 
the outcome, and there is a tense, sym- 
pathetic co-operation in bringing us to 
that outcome. Smetham dwells on this 
in several beautiful passages: 

“If thou seekest for her as for hid 
treasure then shalt thou find the knowl- 
edge of God. I want you to take this 
view that whereas hid treasures never 
sweat themselves to the surface on the 
rumor that a treasure-seeker is afoot 
after them, there is that strange element 
in the truth. Try to realize while you 








Comfort for Dark Days 


' “Fear ye not, stand still, and see 
the salvation of the Lord, which he 
will shew to you to day” (Exod. 
14:13). 
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seek, that, as soon as your foot is turned 
to the fields of gold, all Heaven is astir 
to help you. Strange helps will come to 
you, — hints, intuitions, breathings, curi- 
ous allurements as of singing birds, flit- 
ting to show you the way. A divining 
rod will put itself in your hand, it will 
press and waver and draw and point, 
and thofigh it may lead you into darker 
places than you like, and though you 
may even grow faint and fearful, yet if 
you do not draw back you will come 
into the whole land of Havilah where 
there is gold and to Paradise where the 
streams divide themselves into four and 
water the whole earth. 

“A God of infinite perfections has the 
whole of our lot in His hands, sees the 
end from the beginning, knows how to 
adjust the strain of trouble to our powers 
of endurance, sends little mitigations of 
one kind or another like temporary cor- 
dials, and by a long and wonderful series 
of interventions, succours, and secret 
workings, Jacob who at one time said, 
‘All these things are against me,’ finds 
himsélf housed in Goshen, in the land of 
light. 

“Life does not consist of externals, and 
I do hope that if more sunny days are in 
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store, I may not lose one spark of that ~ to carry it out were only able to compel 


blessed inward rest which has been the 
support of my days of struggle and ldbor. 
. .- Men praise thee chiefly when thou 
doest well and take all manner of ad- 
vantage of the helplessness of poverty. 
These things form the boisterous wind in 
which faith is in danger of sinking. But 
again and again, when I have cried out, 
‘Lord, help me,’ a strong hand has been 
stretched out and all has been calm. My 
most precious recollections are of these 
storms and succeeding calms, and when 
I am safe landed in the ship with Christ 
‘I,can see deep and far.” 

To the natural man ‘the Gospel is a 
manifold paradox. Its ideals for earth 
are as irrational as its hopes of Heaven. 
Without the enlightenment of the Spirit, 
he cannot understand Christ’s gracious 
words: “If I have told you of earthly 
things, — how that I am meek and lowly 


of heart, that my kingdom is not of this 


world, that a lily is arrayed more glori- 
ously than Solomon, that what men prize 
and strive for is precisely what is worth- 
less, that covetousness is idolatry, that 
content is true riches, that care is curse, 
that predominance is slavery, that pride 
is meanness, that it is more blessed to 
give than to receive,—and ye believe 
not, how can ye believe if I tell you of 
heavenly things,—of mysteries, of di- 
vine manifestations, of heavenly repose 
and oneness with the Father, of the quiet 
seats above the thunder in undying bliss, 
of the rapturous and seraphic affections 
of finished love, of the pleasure forever- 
more?” 

Equally unendurable to the natural 
man is the valuation the Gospel puts on 
tribulation: “ ‘Count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations,’ a strange 
proposition to any principle but that of 
faith, and an impossible one; but one of 
the most ‘blessed and simplifying prin- 
ciples if it can be received. It is allied 
with the Beatitude which turns reviling, 
persecution, and all manner of evil to 
good and pearls, yet its blessednets is 
partly to be reasoned out. You are poor. 
But your poverty arrests your pride, your 
sloth, your sensuality. It makes men 
ride over your head; they drive you here 
and there but they drive you to forbear- 
ance, meekness, submission, and tender- 
ness. If they drive. you over the edge 
of life, then after that they have no more 
that they can do. They have let slip the 
leash and can hold you no longer, and 
“you are with God. The simplicity of 
such truths is that they cut away all en- 
tanglements at once. Half the worries 
of men consist in some contest with 
neighbors for the acres or the percentage 
or the highest room at feasts or some 
other futile good, whereas even Diogenes 
‘saw into the philosophy of the tub and 
the hollowed hand instead of the cup. 
The imperfection of the Stoical escape 
from evil was that it was not the escape 
of love but of grim resolve, and that 
the cartilaginous old salts who were able 


themselves. They could not teach the 
weak to do it. But the Gospel without 
the misery of conscious heroism Bestows 
content and blessedness.” 

How have these paradoxes found their 
solution? Partly by acceptance of the 
Scripture at its face value, partly through 
the leading of the Spirit of God, partly 
in the actual conflicts of life. The Scrip- 
ture is accepted as credible on the basis 
of moral instinct. “It is impossible that 
either fool or rascal could have invented 
the fourteenth of John or the twelfth of 
Romans. They are honest to the core.” 
One must accept them as such. 

“My case is better than that of mil- 
lions. Directly after breakfast and walk 
comes work; only an hour a day at most 
when thought can withdraw itself to 
verify these great matters. Am I to go 





N HER correspondence with Dr. Trum- 

bull Mrs. Elzoe Prindle Stead, author 
of the series which begins on the op- 
posite page, gave the following details 
concerning her life and work, which 
show that she was well prepared to 
answer many of the arguments which 
are so commonly used against the Bible: 

“TI was born into a Christian home in 
1866 at Mankato, Minn., being the eldest 
of a family of three girls. 

“From earliest girlhood we saw our 
father—a dentist by profession — offi- 
ciating as deacon and most of the time 
as Sunday school superintendent, and 
our mother very active in church and 
temperance work. Mother was a Presby- 
terian, although raised a Methodist. 

“Naturally we were taught to know 
and love the Lord. I believe that I ac- 
cepted Him as my personal Saviour at 
an early age, but I did not fully yield 
to Him and confess Him untfl was 
nineteen, while attending the State Col- 
lege at Brookings, Dakota—now South 
Dakota— where I was baptized and 
united with the Baptist church. 

*T attended college, but I am not a 
college graduate. I became a public 
school teacher, first in the country and 
then in town, most of the time being 
teacher of the seventh and eighth grades. 
I taught twelve actual school years, ex- 
tending over a period of some seventeen 
years. . 

“I married Mr. Stead—my one and 
only husband—and to us were born 
three children. \ 

“I have always been interested in 
church and Sunday school work, but 
have had very small part in real service 
for Him. Aside from Aid Society and 
church entertainments—which I now 
count entirely unprofitable—i taught 
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plowtering and sniffling for years in the 
immeasurable mass of evidences? Then 
God heip me and help nineteen-twen- 


tieths of the race. 


“But my full heart replies, with the 
distinctness of a golden bell, ‘Rabbi, thou 
art the Son of God; thou art the King 
of Israel’! 

“Some think these entertaining old 
books are given to be exercises in in- 
genious research and criticism, and 
others scorn them as impudently as 
Jehoiakim. When they have read three 
or four leaves they cut it with a pen- 
knife and cast it into the fire till the 
whole roll is consumed; and think no 
more of it till they are carried to Riblah 
and bound before Nebuchadnezzar.” 

Smetham had made the Scriptures a 
part of himself by incessant study and 


(Continued on page 765) 
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the ‘Old Folks’ Bible class for several 
years in a small church in South Dakota. 
At Pipestone, Minn., I taught a class of 
boys in the teen age during our three- 
year residence there. It was there, I be- 
lieve, that I first subscribed for THe Sun- 
pay ScHoo.t TIMes. 

“From Pipestone we moved to Owa- 
tonna,’ Minn., to put our two youngest 
into our Baptist Academy. It was here 
that my eyes were gradually but as- 
toundingly opened to the apostasy. Here 
I wrote ‘Modernism in Action,’ a pam- 
phlet exposing the infidel influence of 
both the Baptist school and church. 
Here we lost our daughter. Here I wrote 
the article, ‘How I Prepare My Lesson 
for Teaching,’ which won THe Sunpay 
Scoot Trmes prize. I was teaching an 
adult Bible class at the time. However, 
I believe the prize was sent to me at 
West Concord, Minn., where we moved 
in a vain effort to save a farm. 

“The. above-named articles and story 
make up most of the writing I have done 
in His service —a meager, unimportant, 
but sincere bit. 

“My doctrinal convictions are ex- 
pressed almost completely in the Baptist 
Bible Union Confession of Faith, with 
which I am sure you are acquainted, ... 

“My knowledge of.the Word has been 
reached largely as stated by ‘Gertrude 
Holton.’ There is no conscious plagiar- 
ism in the arguments of my story. But 
The Sunday School Times, King’s Busi- 
ness, Wonderful Word, Gospel Witness, 
the continually expository sermons of 
W. B. Riley, to say nothing of the cor- 
respondence and conversations I have 
had with my sister, who for eight years 
was associated with W. C. Stevens and 
is a graduate under him, have all been 
used of the Lord in enlightening my poor 
mind regarding His Word.” 
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An Everyday Christian Answers an Everyday Infidel 


How a doubter's letter came to be written, and 
the beginning of the answer 


By Elzoe Prindle Stead 











-- 








Christian; her husband, Berkley, 

a nominal one. Their home was 
well supplied with religious as well as 
other books .and periodicals. 

Although a regular attendant at 
church services, Berkley Holton was too 
much absorbed in business to realize 
that there was a deeper spiritual life — 
a life unknown to him. 

But when the Holtons were suddenly 
called upon to lay away their only son, a 
manly young fellow of twenty-two, close 
comrade of his father, Berkley Holton 
found a void in his heart that nothing 
he had hitherto known could satisfy. 
He found himself browsing among the 
religious magazines and papers of his 
home, and to his surprise foug@d them 
interesting. « 

One day his attention was drawn to 
a paper-covered book which his wife 
had laid upon the library table. The title 
in plain black print caught his eye. “The 
Return of the Lord Jesus.” He picked 
it up and read a chapter. That evening 
he turned to it again and became in- 
tensely interested. In a day or two, at 
spare moments, he had finished it. As 
he laid it down he turned to his wife, 
remarking: “That is a great little book, 
with a wonderfully comforting message. 
You have read it, I suppose?” 

When she said she had, he continued: 

“I did not know that the Bible was so 
clear 6n that point. Do you mind if 
I send the book to Tom? You know 
he is getting way off on his religion.” 


G cmt: HOLTON was an active 


ERTRUDE HOLTON gave her con- 

sent. She was delighted, not only 
to have Tom have the book, but to think 
that Berkley wanted him to have it. 

Berkley immediately set himself to 
wrapping and addressing the book and 
soon exclaimed: 

“There, it is all ready to mail. Ger- 
trude, you write the letter. You know 
how to write about such things; and I 
don’t, but I’m really anxious about Tom,” 

Thomas Holton was an elder brother 
of Berkley’s. He had-once been a more 
active Christian than Berkley. He not 
only attended services; he was one of 
the deacons, taught a Sunday school class, 
and sang in the choir. 

But the world still had a strong hold 
upon him; and he found himself trying 
to serve two masters, with the prophe- 
sied result. In such a negative state 
spiritually he became easy prey to mod- 
ernistic literature, which was placed in 
his hands by pretended friends whom 


This article is the first of a valu- 
able series secured by Dr. Charles 
Trumbull. Its publication was de- 
layed because of its length, and be- 
cause of the urgency of other articles 
and series which the Times had in 
its editorial safe. Word has been 
received from Miss Nelle Prindle, 
sister of the author, that Mrs. Stead 
went to be with the Lord last year. 
But the subject of the series is one 
that will not be out of date as long 
as skeptics are with us, and the argu- 
ments are as good today as when 
they were written. 

Interesting glimpses of Mrs. Stead’s 
life and work, taken from her letters, 
are given on the opposite page. 

For $1 you may secure a subscrip- 
tion to the Times for 24 weeks, which 
will more than cover the period of 
this series. Here is an opportunity 
to make the Times known to your 
friends, and to send it to those who 
still have doubts about the truth of 
the Bible. Subscriptions should be 
sent immediately, asking for the 
Stead Series, to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St. 
Philadelphia 5. 








—— 


he met in his worldly associations, 

His drift was swift. He soon severed 
all church connections and began using 
the arguments of unbelief, becoming 
himself an enthusiastic distributor of de- 
structive doctrines. When Berkley paid 
him a visit later on he was astonished 
and grieved over Todm’s attitude. And 








' that was why he said to his wife: 


“Do you mind if I send the book to 
Tom?” 

It was not an infrequent thing for Ger- 
trude Holton to write to her brother-in- 
law and his family; and she did not find 
the fulfillment of Berkley’s request a 
disagreeable task. 


Ar&® a number of weéks Tom re- 
plied. The first part of his, letter. 
containing the family doings, was in his 
usual easy and jovial vein; but the last 
of it ran as follows: 

“Well, Berk, I received the book you 
sent me. I have read some of it, but I 
cannot say that it appeals to me. It is 
the same as all the rest of that sort. 
There is scarcely any difference between 
it and Millennial Dawn, which I read 
years ago, or between it and Seventh-Day 
Adventism. They all use practically the 
same arguments. 


“But people have been looking for 
these things to come to pass for the last 
2,000 years; and the world continues as 
it always has; and so I prefer to use 
my time for something worth while and 
not waste it on such literature. 

“You know how I have come to feel 
about what is called the Good Book. No 
one knows who wrote the most of it. 
It has been revised many times, and 
every time has suffered a change. 

“The New Testament was not consid- 
ered sacred for 325 years after Christ; 
and it was made so by a decree of a 
murderer, Constantine. No one knows 
who wrote the greater portion of the 
New Testament, because most of the 
original manuscripts had no name signed 
to them. In fact, Brother, the weight 
of evidence goes to show that the Book 
is not what it claims to be, nor what 
is claimed for it. 

“Now, I don’t want you folks to worry 
about my spiritual condition; but since 
I have become enlightened, I can’t ac- 
cept as I once did what they are pleased 
to call ‘God’s Word,’ for I don’t believe 
it is his word. In fact, I don’t believe 
in the Old Jewish God at all —he is just 
a tribal god. I believe in a god, but not 
that kind, for, as I read the Book, he 
beat the Devil himself for genuine crook- 
edness and downright cruelty; and I 
have no use for him. 

“Trusting that my attitude will not be 
too great a shock, I am, even so, with 
love, , 

“Your brother, Tom.” ~ 


HE letter arrived in a morning mail, 

addressed to Gertrude. She opened 
it, read it, folded it up, and put it back 
into the envelope in a sort of daze — too 
shocked and burdened for utterance. 
How could she show it to Berkley? 

But that evening she put it into Berk- 
ley’s hands without a word; and he read 
it in like manner. His face grew grave 
and troubled. “Poor Tom,” he said sadly 
as he finished. “It all comes from that 
brand of literature he has been reading.” 

“And his own not fully yielded heart,” 
added Gertrude. 

The letter was laid away in the back 
part of the desk drawer. Berkley Hol- 
ton, like most men, felt that everyone 
must do his own choosing; and, although 
Tom’s choosing troubled him, he felt 
himself too helpless even to attempt to 
change his brother’s mind. Gertrude 
thought it over with a heavy heart. But 
Tom had known the way, had deliber- 
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ately departed from it. All that seemed 
left for her to do was to pray. 

Months multiplied; and the letter lay 
untouched. Gertrude knew its exact 
resting place. She never opened the 
drawer without thinking of it and offer- 
ing a silent prayer. Then one day, after 
the months had grown to years, she took 
the shuddery thing out and read it again. 

Tears filled her eyes; and her heart 
yearned over Tom more intensely than 
ever before. Had she done all that she 
could? Ought she at least to make one 
more appeal?’ Would it do any ggod? 

That evening as she‘opened her Bible 
she found her answer in 2 Timothy 2: 
25, 26: : 

“In meekness instructing those that op- 
pose themselves; if God peradventure 
will give them repentance to the ac- 
knowledging of the truth; and that they 
may recover themselves out of the snare 
of the devil, who are taken captive by 
him at his will.” 

After many days of careful thought 
and much prayer, Gertrude Holton com- 
pleted the following: 

“My dear Tom: 

“Last week I read again your last let- 
ter to us written over two years ago. 

“At the time it came I was struck 
dumb by your assertions. But you told 
us not to worry about your spiritual con- 
dition; and your remarks were so posi- 
tive that I felt there was nothing more 
to be said. 

“But after reading your letter again, 
the terribleness of your remarks smote 
me to the heart afresh; and I find my 
soul going out to you anew in deep con- 
cern. 

“Among other things, you said in that 
letter: 

“‘T accept a god, but not of that kind, 
for he beat the Devil himself for genuine 
crookedness and downright cruelty; and 
I have no use for him.’ 

“You surely céuld not have been your- 
self when you wrote those words. 

“You wrote in regard to the author- 
ship and formation of the Bible. As to 
that, it makes very little difference as 
to just who wrote, or just how it was 
gathered together. ‘It is written,’ you 
have to admit that, Tom, God was super- 
intending it all, giving the Book to man; 
and from no other source can man know 
his relationship to God, from no other 
source can man know the wherefore and 
the destiny of his existence. 

“The only being out of the vast un- 
known who has revealed Himself to man 
is the ‘tribal god of the Jews.’ The ‘old 
Jewish god’ is ‘the God of the whole 
earth.’ It was this God who ‘so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son.’ He gave His Son, and He gave 
the Bible to tell the story. 

“The New Testament was made a part 
of the sacred Scriptures when God 
wanted it to be. It makes no difference 
whether it was A.D. 60 or A.D. 325; or 
whether Constantine was a saint or a 
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sinner. The fact remains that the New 
Testament became and is part of God’s 
Word, according to His purpose. And, 
O Tom, if you could only see—or read 
that you might see—the wonderful re- 
lationship between, the marvelous fitting 
together, of the Old and’ the New Testa- 
ments, you would doubt no more. 

“The fact that the Bible was written 
by such a number of different writers, 
from such a variety of occupations, from 
so many different localities, over a period 
of so many centuries of time, yet form- 
ing one complete whole, is a miracle in 
itself. Notwithstanding the translations 
and revisions to which it has been sub- 
mitted, it stands today the unique, most 
complete, authentic, fathomable, and yet 
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unfathomable book in the world, and is 
so considered by those who know it best. 
There is but one answer: God is its 
author. 

“Without this wonderful Word, which 
is God Himself in print, life would in- 
deed be one great question mark. With- 
out it man would be like a ship at sea 
without star or chart or compass or rud- 
der, tossed about by tempests and 
wrecked at last. Its wonderful prophe- 
cies in regard to things of the past have 
been fulfilled to the lettér; that gives me 
faith to believe that those prophécies re- 
garding the future will be as literally 
fulfilled —are so being fulfilled before 
our eyes today. 


(To be continued) 
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Trophies of Grace at Christian Camps 


Where wholesome outdoor sports are combined 
with Bible study and real soul-winning 


By Melvin Donald 

















The following glimpses of the activities at *everal Christian camps in 

Canada are taken from a letter written to friends and parents by Melvin 

Donald, associate general secretary of Pioneer Camp, Port Sydney, On- 

tario, which is sponsored by the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 
The winter headquarters are at 1130 Bay St., Toronto. « 


T THIS moment of writing I am sit- 

ting in my tent at Pioneer Boys’ 
Camp, Ontario. As I look out across 
Clearwater Lake, from off to the left 
there comes to me the splash, splash of 
water and the snatches of the instructor’s 
voice that tell of the swimming classes 
under way. To the right, the sounds 
of hammer blows and ripping saws indi- 
cate the presence of a group of boys in 
the Woodcraft Shop. Similarly at vari- 
ous places on the lake and in the forest, 
groups of boys are canoeing, canoe sail- 
ing, practicing in archery, riflery, and 
proving their skill in leathercraft, fenc- 
ing, boxing. 

These are the joys of camp. 

But, best of all, this camp is centered 
in Christ, Many of these boys, though 
from purely pagan homes, have put their 
trust in the Lard Jesus Christ during 
these past few days at camp. Others are 
very manifestly growing in the Lord. 
And already some of the campers have 
returned home trusting God to,, enable 
them to live clean-cut for Him. 

Across the lake, down past’ the birches 
and pines of Chapel Point, our Girls’ 
Camp is witnessing an abundant harvest. 
Miss Cathie Nicoll, director (and known 
as “Nikky” in camp parlance), reports: 

“On the first Sunday of camp one verse 
stood out from the Daily Light portion 
in sharp relief —‘They brought young 
children to him . . ,.and he.took them up 
in his arms and Blessed them.’ That 
night seven campers told their leaders 
that they wanted to let the Lord Jesus 


into their hearts. And so it began. 

“God, the Holy Spirit is at work, and 
ever since that first night we have been 
hearing of others. As they are being 
brought to Him, He is blessing them. .. . 
For those of us who are privileged to 
bring them . .. we do covet your prayers 
... and only wish that you might share 
our joy.” 

And out West there in Alberta, it is 
already some weeks since the High 
School Conference ended. But what God 
does lasts for eternity—and God did 
things there. Herbert Butt, the confer- 
ence speaker, gives the following 
glimpse: 

“In one of the boys’ cabins was a 
seventeen-year-old, bright, athletic chap 
from Calgary who was strong in his stand 
for atheism and who felt quite miserable 
at camp. One evening the boys in his 
cabin got chatting with him about the 
Christian faith—a chat that lasted for 
hours. He stood his ground, unmoved, 
but one of the other fellows, a chap from 
Edmonton, speke up and told the group 
of boys that during the immediately pre- 
ceding moments Christ had entered his 
life. 

“The following Sunday, in the evening 
Fireside,’ the first lad mentioned above 
witnessed clearly for his Saviour telling 
how that afternoon Christ had given him 
new life.” 

But we are not finished yet. 

Listen to what Miss Anne Carroll, 
director of Pioneer Girls in Manitoba, 
says, at the end of three weeks of camp: 
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“There are twelve girls who have made 
a definite decision for Christ and about 
whose salvation I feel absolutely sure. 
In addition there are others who have 
made a profession but whose lives have 
not yet evidenced His presence. 

“Another real source of joy has been 
to note the progress of old campers. I 
was thrilled on Sunday afternoon to have 
a group of some fifteen who wanted to 
talk about how to continue their Bible 
study when they go home. The discus- 
sion lasted well over the two hour mark. 
One of them said, ‘If anyone had told me 
a year ago that I would actually enjoy 
the Bible, I would have told them they 
were crazy.’” 

And George Gay and Stan Steinmann 
add a real sequel to the foregoing with 
their story of God’s blessing at Pioneer 
Boys’, Manitoba: 

“Take just one cabin of senior boys. 
The spiritual development of these fel- 
lows was just phenomenal. At the be- 
ginning of the first morning quiet time, 
there were a couple of. significant grins 
communicated from one to another — but 
at the end of the week, they were asking 
for more time for Bible study. And this 
among fellows who before had’no inter- 
est in or desire for the Word of God. 

“By the end of the first week, six of 
these campers had bowed in submission 
to the crucified Ome. They had quietly 
but certainly given themselves to the 
Saviour.” 

And so, you cam see for yourself how 
God has answered your and our prayers. 
In this difficult war year, leadership, 
transportation, supply problems have all 
been ironed out — lives have heen saved 
for time, and immortal souls have been 
won for eternity. 


Port SYDNEY, Ont. 
we 


From the Letters of James Smetham 
(Continued from the second page) 


meditation and his life was vibrant with 
Scriptural emotion. “After a good day’s 
painting, as I lay on the sofa tired, my: 
experience was the whole Book of 
Psalms at once,—the joys and the an- 
guish both going on at the same time; 
the strange sense of pressure; the rest- 
less storming of the soul; the flashes of 
peace, joy, thankfulness, the deep-down 
understrata of rest with the apparently 
intolerable sense of hindrance and vexa- 
tion; the pleading for deliverance with 
the acquiescence in the blessedness of 
trial. Oh, who can explain this struggle 
for life and yet. the sense of steadfast 
calm?” 

Now he is studying Hebrews and 
makes this brief, noble estimate of its 


- importance: 


“The great difference of such a subject 
from all others is that all the interests 
of time and eternity are wrapped up in 
it. Is there a,Christ? Is He heir of all 
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things? Was He made fiesh? Did He 
offer the all-perfect sacrifice? Did He 
supersede the old order of priests? Is 
He Mediator of a new and ‘better Cove- 
nant? What are the terms of that Cove- 
nant? There are no questions like these! 
They raise in their investigation the 
whole soul into the empyrean. All other 
interests seem low; trivial, petty, momen- 
tary. How needful to search the Scrip- 
tures to see if these things are so. Cer- 
tainly the God of Truth desires us to 
receive nothing that is not in accordance 
with the clearest reason nor to render 
any but a reasonable service. I am as- 
tonished at the imperative tone of this 
Epistle and the element of holy scorn 
against those who refuse to go into these 
great questions carefully. The Voice 
seems to shake the heavens and earth in 
order to establish in the hearts of the 
obedient the Kingdom that cannot be 
moved.” ° 

One could commend the whole book as 
a miné of pithy saying and spiritual wis- 
dom. Further quotation we have no 
space for save of a few brief aphorisms: 

“The glory and dignity of a living mane 
grows and grows more and more. Why 
make cruel fun of a living man who may 
die tomorrow and mount high above you ' 
in the air of glory? A redeemed man is 
a resplendent thing to meet in’a lane 
or in a parlor or anywhere.” 

“Though Satan often dismays the in- 
dividual Christian, Christianity is so sure 
of the rout, seizure, and destruction of 
the Dragon that, as in Luther and many 
men with wit and fancy as well as piety, 
the war is’ conducted with a sort of 
mockery in the assured expectation of 
victory. Christianity is not in the least 
ashamed of its rams’ horns’ and lamps 
and pitchers and all that abases the pride 
of man and exalts the power of God.” 

Ard to those who think that concern 
with one’s soul’s salvation is a sordid 
thing compared with social enthusiasm 
this wise layman says: “It is of no use for 
F. D. Maurice and the like to taunt those 
who seek to attain personal fellowship 
and adoption into the family of God, as 
if it were a narrow and presumptuous 
claim to special goodness and of special 
favor. As the well-being of a nation is 
the aggregate of individual weal, so the 
happy church is the host of happy souls, 
of pure souls. And I think the more in- 
tensely each member of that chureh re- 
alizes his own relation to God, the more 
expansiveness will his-religion have.” 


A Correction 

In Tae Sunpay ScHoo.t Tres of Sep- 
tember 11, 1943, in the leading editorial, 
“How Prohibition Was Destroyed,” page 
722, the price of Mr. Brnest Gordon’s 
new book, “The Wrecking of the Bight- 
eenth Amendment” (Alcohol Information 
Press, Francestown, N. H.), was given in 
error as $1.50. The correct price is $1.60 
for single copies; ten copies for $12.50. 
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More Barthian Books 


Continuing the discussion of Barth- 
ianism begun last week 


By R. Laird Harris, A.M., Th.B. 


ITHOUT an inerrant Bible, without 

the true Christology, Barthians 
naturally do not believe in the substitu- 
tionary atonement. According to their 
theolegy God seeks men for feliowship, 
and salvation comes by personal “en- 
counter” with God especially in Christ. 
It is supposed to result in a changed 
life. And eventually God will change 
the whole world into a better society. 
Dr. Mackay rather clearly voices this 
view in his earlier book, “Preface to 
Christian, Theology.” “Redemption” is 
said to be “the participation of man 
in the life of God” (p. 66). “The 
heart of the Christian religion is an 
encounter with God” (p. 68). “Christ 


.is the embodiment of all that the Bible 


means by the word ‘grace,’ that is, the 
gracious approach of God to man... 

‘By grace,’ said Paul, that is, by the 
divine initiative, ‘ye are saved’— ‘through 
faith,’ that is, the human response’ (p. 
71). Here he misinterprets Ephesians 2: 
8, and the word “grace” which actually 
refers to the sacrifice of God’s Son in- 
stead of us (Eph. 1:6, 7). According to 
him, this salvation is to be world-wide: 
“Jesus Christ was proclaimed as the re- 
demptive center of a new world com- 
munity. . . . This society is the commu- 
nity of destiny, the organ of God to 
establish in the world a new order, a 
Kingdom that shall transcend and out- 
live the kingdoms of Cesar” (“Heritage 
and Destiny,” p. 32). He evidently does 
not hold the premillennial view! Dr. 
Mackay deals with the subject of “Man’s 
Remaking” in four pages of this book 


(pp. 48-51), speaking of God’s grace, of . 


our encounter with Him in Christ, of 
the cross as “God’s presence with men 
in vicarious love,” and of our “vital 
transforming faith.” But the one thing 
needful is lacking. Nowhere does he 
speak about the finished work of Christ 
on Calvary whereby divine justice was 
satisfied and God was reconciled to us. 
In fact Homrighausen says: “God is 
reconciled to men before Christ dies on 
the Cross, to be sure. But men cannot 
feel that the way is open to God unless 
someone pays the cost of pioneering a 
new way” (“Let the Church be the 
Church,” p. 107). This is only a new 
variety of the moral influence theory of 
the atonement. Homrighausen’s view- 
point can be seen by his calling revivals 
“extravagant emotionalism” and saying 
that “repentance as expressed in the 
spirit of the mass psychology of hell- 
fire evangelism” is “abnormal” and “dan- 
gerous” (p. 35). No wonder he can 
approve so easily of Kagawa and Schweit- 
zer (p. 70) and E. Stanley Jones (p. 131). 


(To be concluded) 
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LESSON 2. OCTOBER 10. REVERENCE FOR GOD 
International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 20: 3-7; Matthew 4:10, 6:9, John 4:23, 24 
Golden Text.—God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.—John 4:24 





Kine James Version 

Exod. 20:3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: 
for I the Lory thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate me; 

6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, 
and keep my commandments. 

7 Thou shalt not take the name of the Lorn thy God in vain; 


for the Lorp will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in 
vain. 


Matt. 4:10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: 
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve. 


Chap. 6:9 After this manner therefore pray* ye: Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 











Amenican STANDARD VERSION 


Exod. 20:3 Thou shalt have no other gods ' before me. 

4 Thou shalt not make unto thee a graven image, nor any like- 
ness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 5 thou shalt not 
bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them; for I Jehovah thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children, upon the third and upon the fourth generation of 
them that hate me, 6 showing lovingkindness unto ? thousands 
of them that love me and keep my commandments. ‘ 

7 Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God ®in vain; 


for Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name *in 
vain. 


Matt. 4:10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: 
for it is written, ‘Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve. 


Chap. 6:9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father who 
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

John 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth: * for 
such doth the Father seek to be his worshippers. 24 *God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and truth. 


September 25, 1943 


Johrr 4:23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true 1Or, besides me. 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for 


the Father seeketh such to worship him. 


24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him 


in spirit and in truth. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


RREVERENCE is one of the crying 
I evils of our degenerate age. Oft- 

times this spirit of disrespect for God 
and all things sacred is helped along by 
those who fancy that in making what 
they call “religion” attractive to the 
young, they mist taboo all solemnity and 
avoid everything that is really serious. 
Trashy ditties—misnamed Gospel songs 
— take the place of the grand old hymns 
that exalt Christ, glorify God, and set 
forth the wonders of redemption. Light, 
frivolous sermonettes are given from the 
pulpit or platform instead of faithful 
proclamations of the Gospel, earnest 
warnings of judgment to come upon all 
Christ-rejectors, and meaty, worth-while 
expositions of Holy Scripture. The Bible 
itself is often handled so frivolously and 
its texts so used as to provoke a laugh 
instead of bringing the Word of God to 
bear with tremendous impact upon the 
consciences of those who hear it. With 
all this goes a growing disregard for 
everything holy. Divine names and titles 
are used in the most careless manner, to 
the terrible detriment of the souls of men 
and women. Sin is glossed over. Eter- 
nal issues become meaningless, and what 
are supposed to be Christian services be- 


2Or, a thousand generations. *Or, for 


vanity (or, falsehood). ‘ Deut. 6:13. Or, for such the Father 
also seeketh. * Or, God is spirit. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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come little more than social gatherings 
where true worship is unknown and God 
is degraded to man’s low level instead of 
man being drawn upward toward God. 

We need not be kill-joys to be rever- 
ent, nor long faced to be pious. True 
reverence and joy of heart go together, 
but there is a vast difference between 
mere exuberance of anima! spirits and 
the enjoyment of fellowship with God 
and with like-minded believers. Our 
blessed Lord Himself, who in this as 
in all else left us an example that we 
should follow His steps (1 Pet. 2:21), was 
ever reverent, yet always rejoicing in 
spirit, save as He contemplated the aw- 
ful consequences of sin and the ravages 
of death. He has taught us to be care- 
ful as to how we speak of and to God 
and how we refer to holy things. 


The Historical Setting 


The Ten Commandments were given 
by God to Israel], through Moses, some 
fifteen centuries before Christ. He en- 
forced the instruction there given by 
His teaching regarding the claims of God 
and the importance of spiritual worship. 


Verse by Verse 


Exod. 20:3.—“Thou shalt have no other 
gods before me.” He who created all 
things and who has given us life and 
breath is entitled to our full allegiance. 
We are not to put anyone or anything 
in the place that belongs to Him alone 


(1 John 5:21). An idol need not neces- 
sarily be an image before which we bow 
down. It might be the craving for 
wealth, honor, or an illicit love. 


Verse 4—“Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image, or any likeness of 
any thing that is in heaven ... earth 
-..oOr... under the earth.” The pro- 
hibition applies, of course, to any pic- 
tures or images used as so-called aids 
to worship. Intelligent heathen, like 
some professed Christians, who adore 
images and icons, will tell you that they 
do not worship the idol itself, and that 
they only use it as an aid to meditation 
and concentration of mind. But the Holy 
Spirit, who is the power for all true 
worship, needs no such dangerous “aids.” 
He occupies the heart and mind with 
Christ and thus produces worship in 
spirit and in truth, P 


Verse 5.—“I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God.” Human jealousy is often 
one of the meanest of all emotions and 
the cause of hatred and suspicion. But 
when God is said to be jealous we are 
to understand that because to know and 
adore Him is for us the highest good, He 
is grieved when we turn away to any 


other object of devotion. When men for- 4 


get God and live in sin, they bring down 
divine judgment, not only on themselves, 
but upon their children; even to genera- 
tions yet unborn. This is a law of nature 
against which men may rebel, but which 
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Lesson for October. 10 


they are powerless to alter and had bet- 
ter keep in mind. How fearful the heri- 
tage passed on to the children by profli- 
gate, drunken parents, and how terrible 
the effects on the young when they see 
godlessness and selfishness prevailing in 
the lives of their parents! 


Verse 6.—“Shewing mercy unto thou- 
sands of them that love me, and keep 
my command .” God ever links the 
household with its head, as in the cases 
of Noah (Gen. 7:1), Abraham (Gen, 18: 
18, 19), and the Philippian jailer (Acts 
16:31). From 1 Corinthians 7:14 we 
learn that the children of even one be- 
lieving parent are in a special place of 
blessing, which would not be theirs if 
both parents were unsaved and ungodly. 


Verse 7—“Thou shalt not take the 
name of the Lord thy God in vain.” This 
commandment definitely forbids the use 
of any divine name in a profane or care- 
less manner. But it goes farther than that. 
Israel had been separated to the Lord. 
They had taken His name upon them. 
They owned Him as their God and their 
Saviour. They were therefore respon- 
sible so to behave themselves as to glo- 
rify that name. To do otherwise would 
be td take His.name in vain. And this 
is what they are definitely charged with, 
when in Romans 2:24 Paul says of the 


-unbelieving Jews of his day, “For the 


name of God is blasphemed among the 
Gentiles through you.” .Alas, how often 
since have professing Christians dishon- 
ored that worthy name in the same way, 
thus taking it in vain! 


Matt. 4:10.—“It is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve.” When Satan impu- 
dently offered to give the Lord Jesus 
the kingdoms of the world without the 
cross, if He would but fall down and 
worship him, our Lord met him with thig 
direct quotation from the Septuagint 
Version of Exodus 34:14: God only is 
the object of worship, where, as here, 
the word is used in its highest sense. 
At times it is used for that homage 
which those in humbler spheres of life 
give to rulers and others in authority. 
But Satan asked for complete recogni- 
tion as though He Himself were God. 
This is only to be rendered to Jehovah. 


Chap. 6:9—“Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name.” The 
Lord Jesus came to reveal the Father. 
Only in a very limited sense had this 
precious truth been entered into by the 
children ‘of God in previous despensa- 
tions. Now all who are born again can 
look up to Him who sits in the heavens, 
and say, with confidence and affection, 
“Our Father.” But coupled with the 
knowledge and enjoyment of this blessed 
relationship, there must be deep rever- 
ence and adoration for Him who has thus 
given us to know Himself. Careless 
familiarity is to be avoided. We are 
to sanctify the Lord God in our hearts 
(1 Pet. 3:15). 
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Last Week's Lesson 


1, October 3.—Jesus and the Ten Com- 
mandments. 
Matthew 5:17-20; 19:16-22; John 5:39, 40: 





Fourth Quarter 

2. October 10.—Reverence for God. Exo- 
dus 20:3-7; Matthew 4:10; 6:9; John 4:23, 24 

3. October 17.—Jesus and the Sabbath. 

Exodus 20:8-11; Isaiah 58:13, 14; 
Mark 2:23 to 3:6 

4. October 24.—Honoring Our Parents. 

Exodus 20:12; Luke 2:48-51; Mark 
7:6-13; John 19:25-27 








John 4:23—“The hour cometh, and 
now is.” Our Lord referred to the pres- 
ent time, which began with His coming 
to earth and has continued ever since. 
No more are men dependent on sacri- 
fices and offerings, upon ritual observ- 
ances or liturgical services. But now, 


knowing God as revealed in Christ, “the. 


true worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth.” Formal- 
ism is not worship, which is the outgoing 
of the heart to God in adoration, praise, 
and thanksgiving. Just as the Son of 
man is come to seek and to save the 
lost (Luke 19:10), so the Father is now 
seeking worshipers. He longs to find 
those of the redeemed who delight to 
come into His presence bringing the sac- 
rifice of praise (Heb. 13:15). 


Verse 24.—“God is a Spirit.” He is 
(save as revealed’ in Christ) without 
physical form. As the supreme Spirit, 
He is the Father of our spirits and He 
desires our confidence and affection. If 
we walk in darkness, and live in sin, 
we cannot have fellowship with Him (1 
John 1:6). But when cleansed from our 
sins by the precious blood of Christ, we 
are entitled to enter with boldness into 
the holiest of all through the rent veil 
(Heb. 10:19-22). Thus we are able to 
worship “in spirit and in truth.” The 
Holy Spirit is the power for worship 
(Phil. 3:3). He it is who leads us into 
all truth (John 16:13) delivering us from 
our own vain, empty thoughts and giving 
us to know the truth as it is in Jesus 
(Eph. 4:21). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


We are to worship God in the beauty 
of holiness (Psa, 29:2) giving honor to 
Him as our Creator and our Father, who 
has brought us into the blessed relation- 
ship of children by regeneration in or- 
der that we may glorify Him in this 
world and share His eternal Home. To 
take His name upon us is to confess that 
we belong to Him. Therefore the im- 
portance of so behaving ourselves as to 
bring credit to Him who has called. us 
with an holy calling. We are never to 
use any of His names or titles in a light, 
frivolous manner. To do so is to profane 
that which is most sacred. Even the use 


of such expletives as “Heavens!” and - 


similar expressions is forbidden (Matt. 
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5:34): “We are to remember that for - 
every idle word we must give an account - 
in the coming day of manifestation (Matt. 
12:36). By life and speech we are ever 
to. endeavor to glorify God. 


A Lesson Outline 
Our Duty To Gop 


God alone to’ be acknowledged (Exod. 
20: 3) 

All idolatry forbidden (vs. 4, 5) 

The name of God to be kept from. prof- 
anation (v. 7) 

God the sole object of worship (Matt. 4: 
10) 

The revelation of the Father (chap. 8:9) ’ 

Worship must be in spirit and in truth 
(John 4:23, 24) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Fatherhood of God. Although in © 
a few instances God is spoken of as 
Father in the Old Testament, there was 
not the full revelation of this blessed re- 
lationship until the Lord Jesus made 
known the Father’s name (John 1:18). 
Of old God was spoken of as the Father 
of Israel (Mal. 1:6; 2:1; Isa. 63:16). He 
is likened to a father in His loving care 
for His people (Psa. 68:5; 103:13). But 
now Christ has given us to know Him in 
the intimacy of personal relationship, ° 
through the new birth. There is no such 
teaching in the New Testament as ‘the 
“universal Fatherhood of God and broth- 
erhood of man.” All men are made of 
one blood and are brothers in Adam, and 
God is the father of spirits (Heb. 12:9), 
as our Creator. But it is by new crea- 
tion we become brethren in Christ and 
sons of God by faith in Him (Gal. 3: 
26, R.V.). 


Profanity a Sign of Weakness. Youths 
sometimes, think it an evidence of smart- 
ness and sophistication when they use 
profanity and take the name of God in 
vain. But God’s Word sternly condemns 
all such practices. It is a sign of weak- 
ness of character and manifests ignorance 
of what is becoming when people curse 
and swear. Few men—and they the 
most degraded — will use such language 
in the presence of their mothers, or of 
ladies whom. they admire. Why, then, 
give way to such wicked folly when as- 
sociating with others? It takes far more 
real character to control the lips and 
utter only what is decent and clean, than 
to. give vent to vile passions and let loose 
torrents of blasphemous expressions. 


Applications and Summaries 


God alone is to be enshrined in the 
heart. To put any of His' gifts in place 
of Himself is to serve the creature rather 
than the Creator (Ror, 1:24, 25). 

The use of irnages and pictures to in- 
duce a reverent frame of mind is dan- 
gerously akin to idolatry itself. Medi- 
tation on the Word is much to be pre- 
ferred as a means of drawing the heart 
out to the Lord in worship. 


Shocking as it is to hear careless 
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worldlings use the name of God pro- 
fanely, it is even more painful when 
professed Christians speak irreverently 
of holy things. 

Worship is the outgoing of the heart to 
God in adoring love and gratitude. It 
is not to be confounded with either 
prayer or ministry, both of which are 
important. 

Many pray in the time of trouble, who 
seldom worship when all goes well. True 
ministry should move the heart to real 
worship. 

The contemplating of the divine per- 
fections is the highest exercise of which 
redeemed men are capable, 

CHIcaGo. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


Schoo staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 

Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 

ig some of the questions differ- 

ent members of your class, letting them 

see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT is idolatry? 


2. Is it wrong for a Christian to make 
any graven image or picture of any- 
thing that is in Heaven or earth or sea? 


3. Why is profanity so sternly forbidden? 
4. What is reverence? 


5. How is the lack of reverence for God 
shown today? 


6. What is worship “in spirit and in truth’’? 

7. Can we worship when we do not feel 
God's presence? 

8. Must we go to a church to worship? 

9. Can the unsaved be taught to worship? 


10. What does it mean to recognize God 
as “Father”? 





Answers te the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 774 of this issue. 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 


r. let ex- 
the conditions of this 
of lessons for the ons, with this leaf- 





that good il 
trations are constantly pg be re ag 
ph eames which might otherwise avail- 
a 


Hilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Tilustrations are not to be submitted from 
earlier issues of The Sunday School Times 
“Tilustration Round Table.”” Where illustra- 
tions submitted are from other departments 
ef the Times, the page number and year of 
the issue should be shown, or the title of the 
article from which taken should be given. 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit te six the total for any one lesson. 


“In the Secret of His Presence.”—God 
is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth 
(Golden Text). ‘A busy father who 
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worked at his desk at home was sud- 
denly conscious that there was someone 
else in the room. Turning around, he 
saw his little daughter sitting quietly 
on a stool near him looking at him. 
“What is it you want, dear?” asked the 
father. “Nothing, Daddy,” came the an- 
swer. “Then why are you sitting here 
looking at me?” asked her father. “Why, 
Daddy, I’m just sitting here enjoying 
you.” Just nearness to her daddy and 
being able to look at him satisfied the 
child. Do you suppose God’s heart of 
love sometimes longs for just such a 
simple love from us—a love that wants 
to come frequently into His presence just 
to enjoy Him?—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Ruth E. Dow, 
Wayne, Maine. 


Firewood, or a God?—Thouw shalt have 
no other gods before me (Exod. 20:3). 
A young couple of Madagascar desired 
an idol for their home, and asked an 
idol maker to supply them with one. 
He went to the forest and brought in 
the branch of a tree and set to work to 
carve ong, while the couple watched him. 
He brushed into the fireplace the chips 
of wood, and used the small branches 
of the bough to boil the rice. They paid 
for their idol and went home well con- 
tent. Shortly after a Christian calling 
at their home was led to read from the 
forty-fourth chapter of Isaiah, which de- 
scribes the making of an idol thus, “With 
part thereof he . . . roasteth roast, ... 
yea, he warmeth himself, . . . and the 
residue thereof he maketh a god” (vs. 
16, 17). The woman was astonished at 
the exact description of what she had 
witnessed herself. She felt it must be 
a true Book. She gave up her idol and 
became a follower of the Saviour, and 
in that humble home the worship of the 
true God took the place of idolatry.— 
From Missionary Tidings. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can.; and Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


“What Your Religion Is Worth.”— 
Thou shalt have no other gods before me 
(v. 3). A gentleman was traveling from 
Cambridge to York. Ere he started he 
furnished himself with a pocketful of 
tracts, and as the train glided out of 
Cambridge station, he began to hand 
them around. One passenger refused to 
take one, and instead took out a race 
card from his pocket, held it up, saying, 
“You see this? That’s my religion.” “It 
is, my friend?” “Yes,” he replied. “I 
suppose you have a good many of those 
cards?” “Oh, yes, I have them pinned 
all over my mantelpiece.” “Well, then 
go on and collect as many more as you 
can; pin them all around your room; 
and when the doctor tells you that you 
have only ten minutes to live, take them 
all down, count them over, and see what 
your religion is worth.” They sat quiet, 
the one in silent prayer and the other in 
anxious thought. When the géntleman 


was about to leave, the man said, “I say, 


‘ 


2 


September 25; 1943 | 


you can give me one of those papers 
if you will.” The trdct was given, but 
the result ts known only to Him who will 
not let His Word return unto Him void.— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. Prize 
illustration, 


. A Hook Without Bait.—Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain (v. 7). Sam Jones used to say that 
the Devil threw out one hook without 
any bait on it: that was the hook of 
profanity. The “poor fish” who bite and 
get caught on that hook are indeed in 
desperate straits for some sort of satis- 
faction. Of what possible use can pro- 
fanity be? It does not make speech more 
convincing. It certainly does not beau- 
tify it. It is a shocking thing in taste, 
just from the standpoint of, decency. 
More serious still is the fact that God has 
forbidden it. The name of the Lord 
is above every name. The Israelites of 
old rarely uttered it at all—some, never 
—it was regarded as so sacred and un- 
speakable. That reverence has come 
down through the ages as attaching to 
royalty. One does not address the king 
by name, but it is always, with a rev- 
erential attitude or bow, “Your Majesty.” 
Surely Ajmighty God is entitled to as 
much as that and more. Yet I know 


‘ some people who stand high in the ranks 


of the Lord’s army who take His name 
on their tongues very flippantly —cer- 
tainly not reverently. I know an elder 
who does not hesitate to ejaculate, 
“Lordy !” if something surprises him. He 
would not like to have you charge him 
with profanity; but if it is not that, what 
is it? Is it not taking the name of the 
Lord in vain? -Fellows, that name is too 
precious, too priceless, too holy, ever to 
take it upon your tongue except in ut- 
most reverence.—Condensed from Wade 
C. Smith, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Ft. Smith, 
Ark. 


“What More Do I Want?”—After this 
manner therefore pray y®: Our Father 
(Matt. 6:9). A Catechist.struggled in 
vain to teach the Lord’s Prayer to an 
old woman who was full of joy in her 
new-found Heavenly Father. The first 
clause satisfied all her deepest longings: 
an omnipotent and loving Father in 
place of all the idols and evil spirits. 
Nothing beyond the first clause had any 
interest for her. When she was pressed 
to go on, she would answer, “What need 
is there? What more do I want?” And 
there it had to stop—From “The Goal 
of India,” by W. E. S. Holland. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


A Sunday Evening in Scotland.—The 
Father seeketh such to worship him 
(John 4:23). On a summer Sunday eve- 
ning in 1938 I was strolling in the quiet 
streets of Sabbath-observing Inverness, 
Scotland. Scarcely a wheel turned. Even 
the river, bright in the setting sun, 
seemed to flow with unwonted gentle- 
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ness through the town. The great clecks 
chimed six, and all at once from street 
after street rose the sound of marching 
feet. Then the marchers came into view, 
a veritable army of fathers and mothers 
and children, whole families on the way 
to evening service. IT know nothing of 
the churches of Inverness except that 
revealing echo of the sturdy piety of 
their members. But that echo is, assur- 
ance that they are founded on the solid 
rock of corporate fellowship with God. 
I have been able to discover no other 
basis for an enduring church.—From 
World Outlook. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By William H. Ridgway 


At Old Siwash.—Get thee hence, Satan: 
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and him only (Matt. 4: 
10). As I write this note I am the oldest 
living graduate of Old Siwash. Another 
graduate of the college was the late Gov- 
ernor William C. Sproul of Pennsylvania. 
I have told about the Governor coming 
to me on a busy street corner in the 
city of Philadelphia, when he truly 
thought he was ruined in health and 
erroneously thought he was ruined in 
fortune, and wanting to know the way 
of salvation. This appeared in an article 
in the issue of the Towes of June 25, 
1932, and was subsequently printed in 
tract form. : 

Another graduate of Old Siwash was 
the late Walter Clothier, president of the 


Ketterlinus Lithographing Company. Mr. 


Clothier had a lovely son, Louis, who 
while he was just a young man was 
killed— along with a companion—in 
the crashing of a flying machine. I 
wrote Mr. Clothier a letter of comfort 
and sympathy. Almost yearly, ever aft- 
erward, I would get a letter from Walter 
Clothier in which he would say, “Dear 
Bill, I take your letter out time and time 
again and read it for the comfort I get 
out of it.” I called Walter Clothier’s 
attention to the faet that he had not 
lost his boy Louis, but he could join 
him. Since then Walter Clothier has 
joined his son over there in the Other 
Country. 

This is the introduction to what I want 
to say in this paragraph. 

Old Siwash got a new Dean. In the 
first address the new Dean made to the 
student body he told them there was only 
one thing in this world that should be 
worshiped, and that one thing was 
beauty. Upon this he elaborated. His 
address was printed in the college paper. 
From my position as the oldest alumnus 
of the college I wrote in protest. I asked 
the Dean, who had only beauty to wor- 
ship, what he would have said if Gover- 
nor Sproul had come to him in his mis- 
ery and unhappiness, and what words of 
comfort he would have given to Walter 
Clothier if he had come to him in his 
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deep sorrow. I said, “Mr. Dean, with so. This Scofield Reference Bible is the 


your antireligious views you have noth- 
ing at all to offer anyone in trouble.” 

You will please note it was Satan who 
wanted the Lord Jesus to worship an- 
other than the “Lord thy God.” 


The Bible Up to Date—After this 
manner therefore pray ye: Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name (6:9). Some years ago, in the 
younger days of this writer, a group of 
scholars undertook to make a new Bible 
by revising the old familiar King James 
translation. Then in later years there 
followed quite a number of new Bibles, 
professing to bring the Word of God 
up to date by putting it in the language 
of the present day. All of these attempts 
have been more or less failures, 

These publishers and writers lost sight 
of the fact that the old King James Ver- 
sion was put in English at its best. I 
heard the Rev. George A. Palmer say 
over the radio that when he was in the: 
Bible school Dr. Pettingill told them to 
be sure and get a Scofield Reference Bible, 
even if they had to sell their shirt to do 


good old King James edition. 

This writer thinks the revisers spoiled 
any hope for the popularity of their 
rendering of the Lord’s Prayer. They 
omit entirely “For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever.” 

There are thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of people in English-speaking 
countries who know little else in the 
Bible but the Lord’s Prayer. In all the 
churches I have been in, and all the re- 
ligious services I have ever attended, the 
Lord’s Prayer has always been the same, 
except that the word “trespasses” is 
sometimes used instead of “debts.” 

Here is a story that is going around at 
the time I write this note. Two Con- 
gressmen at Washington were having a 
debate. One Congressman accused the 
other of being a heathen. “You don’t 
even know the Lord’s Prayer,” cried one 
Congressman, 

“Of course I know the Lord’s Prayer,” 
replied the other Congressman. “Every- 
body knows the Lord’s Prayer.” 

“Well, you don’t know it.” 

“T’ll bet you ten dollars I know it.” 
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As Vaughn Shoemaker, who drew this cartoon, wrote to the Editor, the true Church is not ; 


a thing of mortar and stone, but where we really worship is in our hearts. 
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“All right, I'll bet you. Now you say 
it.” 
The Congressman recited, “Now I lay 
me down to sleep, etc.” - : 
The other Congressman said, “You do 
know it, don’t you? I didn’t think you 
did. Here’s the ten dollars.” 


Meeting Houses and Cathedrals.—God 
is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth 
(John 4:24). The Lord Jesus, you may 
remember, was sitting by the source of 
cool, living water in conversation with 
the woman of Samaria, of a certain sort, 
while His disciples were downtown get- 
ting some crackers and cheese. The con- 
versation had been about worshiping in 
the Temple, which was thought in that 
day to be the only place where God 
could be approached and worshiped. The 
Lord Jesus announces a change in all 
this in the passage we have before us. 

The Society of Friends, and other 
“Plain People,” plant their feet firmly 
on this particular passage, and they make 
small account of their places of wor- 
ship. The Quakers, for example, erect 
four walls and a roof, and furnish it with 
hard benches. They provide numerous 
windows. When I was a small boy, and 
would sit in the Meeting House, I en- 
tertained myself by counting the panes 
of glass in the windows. I think it was 
there I learned to count. 

Small as I was I used to wonder why 
Father and Mother drove all the way 
to the Meeting House and we all sat 
there quietly and nothing was said. The 
old Friends who sat at the head of the 
meeting would shake hands after an 
hour, and we would all bundle into the 
wagon and go home. In later years I 
came to understand this manner of wor- 
ship, and have always had a very high 
regard for its efficacy. In fact, you 
can see the result worked out before 
your eyes in the prosperity of those who 
belong to the Society of Friends and thes 
various German sects, which are of close 
kin to the English Society of Friends. 

I am very fond of the cathedrals, and 
in the years of my housekeeping I have, 
from time to time, made myself a present 
of a painting or an etching of one and 
another of the great cathedrals. I am 
especially fond of the lovely St. Marks 
at Venice, with its wonderful mosaics; 
also of St. Stephens of Vienna, and many 
others in France, Spain, and Germany. 
These cathedrals were built at a time 
when education was limited to a few 
people, and so the cathedrals were an 
expression of the religious sentiment of 
the hearts of the folks in those days. 

But the fact remains, from the words 
of the Master. Himself, that neither the 
plain Meeting House nor the elaborate 
and ornate cathedral is necessary for an 
approach to our Heavenly Father. There 
is only one thing of importance, — that 
is, that we worship Him in truth. 

CoarTesviiiz, PA. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Reverence. 

Discussion: What effect upon character 
has one’s reverence for God? for the Lord 
Jesus Christ? for the Holy Spirit? 

Objective: Reverence for -God in 
thought, speech, and actions. 











AY, fellows, it seems strange that this 

matter of reverence for God should 
have to be discussed at ail, unless it 
should be the question of how best to 
express that reverence. Even savages 
and the most ignorant and primitive 
races of the jungles show sn innate sense 
of awe and reyerence for what they con- 
ceive to be a Supreme Being. It is only 
as man becomes more cultured and more 
conscious of his mental and manual 
achievements that he yields to the temp- 
tation'to minimize God and magnify him- 
self. rreverence for deity naturally 
follows. 

Any sincere-thinking’ person must be 
amazed’ at the lack of reverence shown 
for Almighty God in this our own day. 
It appears in the outbreaking violation 
of God’s clearly proclaimed laws, the 
disregard for His holy Sabbath Day, the 
flaunting of Bible teachings and a gen- 
eral state of rebellion in our own (sup- 
posed) Christian land against them. If 
it is not expressed openly in words, it 
is shown even more plainly in actions 
which “speak louder than words.” It is 
not an uncommon thing, as one passes 
along the street, or near groups of god- 
less men and women, to hear God’s holy 
name profaned in ordinary or extraordi- 
nary conversation. 

That, of course, is done by a class of 
people who make no profession of Chris- 
tianity. You and I, as disciples of Jesus 


Christ, are shocked by it, and we won-. 


der what men and women can be think- 
ing about thus to fly in the face of Al- 
mighty God. ' 

It may not have*occurred to you, how- 
ever, that Christians are also guilty of 
irreverence to God. Not as those unre- 
generates, but (if we may say it) in a 
more refined way. If you are willing 
to look at the matter fairly you will 
think of a number of ways in which 
Christians are irreverent to God; but as 
space is limited I will mention here just 
one way. It is the careless manner in 
which Christians handle the name of 
God. But this one way lies at the root 
of all the others. 

All through your Bible you will find 
that God is very sensitive on this point. 
He made it so clear to the early Jews 
that for a time they would not dare to 
utter His name at all. When Moses 


asked the Lord “by what name shall I 
tell my people in Egypt that I have 
authority -to do this thing?” the Lord 
answered Moses, “I AM ‘THAT I AM: 
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and he said, Thus shalt thou say uhto 
the children of Israel, I AM hath sent 
me unto you.” It was just a way of ex- 
pressing the extreme holiness of that un- 
utterable name. Then they began call- 
ing Him by His fame Jehovah (the 
Eternal One). The name of Jesus is 
equally holy. “Which he wrought in 
Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead, arfd set him at his own right hand 
in the heavenly places, far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, and every name that is named; 
not only in this world, but also in that 
which is to come” (Ep 1:20, 21). 
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name which is 
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above every name: that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; and that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to. the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 
2:9-11). 

“Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will 
not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain” (Exod. 20:7). “In vain” 
means “to no purpose.” To no holy pur- 
pose, it means to the true disciple. Yet 
you will hear the name of God and of 
Jesus spoken by Christians in the most 
flippant manner, and often with no pur- 
pose; certainly no holy purpdse. Actu- 
ally you’will sometimes hear ministers 
of the Gospel in conversation, or telling 
an anecdote to a group, in which God’s 
holy name is used to emphasize the ridic- 
ulous and highly humorous climax. It 
makes a true Christian wince to hear the 
Lord’s name used to embellish a joke. 
Don’t you do it, fellows; I adjure you 
not to do it! Nor will you join in the 
laughter. Show by the seriousness of 
your face that you look upon that as pro- 
fanity, and the clear breaking of the 
third commandment. Some Christians 
who have the inclination to swear, — yet 
who dare not,—use what might be 
called synthetic swear words, like 
“Gosh,” “My Gosh,” “Gee,” “Holy Moses,” 
Some may have gotten 
into the habit of using these “synthetic” 
swear words without thinking what they 
symbolize; but if one has deep in his 
heart a sense of the holiness and the 
presence of the Lord, as well as real 
love for Him, he will never allow any 
utterance of any suggestion of His name 
without a certain hush and a tone of 
awe in his voice. Some teachers impress 
you as much by their manner of speaking 
His name as they do by their interpre- 
tations. 

You would never use your mother’s 
name lightly or to create a laugh. Why 
not? Because you love her; you rever- 
ence her; and if she has been taken from 
you, you cherish her memory as sacred. 
How much more should we guard the 
holy name of the Lord God our Saviour ! 


Avon Park, Fa. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


LONG time ago people had to go to 
a well for their water. There were 
no city water pipes with water in the 
house, — in the kitchen, in the bathroom, 
and in the yard. Many towns had just 


' one well where all the families went to 


get water. There was no pump, but they 
let down a bucket on a chain. or rope, 
and pulled it up full. Sometimes there 
was a handle to turn, and it wound up 
the rope on a pole above your head, 
until the bucket came in sight. Such 
a-well had a little wall around it, so 
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people would not fall in. Some wells 


were natural springs, and the water was 
always at the surface and you had only 
to dip in the bucket or pitcher, and get 
it full, 

Going to the well for water was the 
woman’s job in Judea and Samaria when 
Jesus was on earth, and the women prob- 
ably visited and gossiped as women al- 
ways have done when a group were to- 
gether. I don’t mean gossip in the sense 
of telling unkind stories, though some 
did that, but they told each-other all the 
happenings of the village. They had no 
daily paper then, you know. 

In the city of Sychar, in Samarie, there 
was a very famous well, Jacob’s Well. 
It was a very old well, one that Jacob 
drank from, hundreds of years before, 
and the people were very proud of it. 
Every morning the women went to draw 
water for the day. 

But there was one woman who went 
in the heat of the day, not in the morn- 
ing. She was a woman none of the other 
women wanted to talk with. I think 
they turned their heads away when they 
met her on the street, and she knew they 
didn’t want to speak to her. She was 
not a good woman. Her life had been 
full of sin, and still was. 

One day she went to the well as usual, 
and a Man sat on the well curb, a Jew- 
ish man. This was unusual. And He 
spoke to her and asked for a drink, which 
was more strange, for the Jews had noth- 
ing to do with the Samaritans. Then 
they talked, and the Lord—for it was 
the Lord Jesus who sat there —told her 
who He was,—the Messiah for whom 
they had long looked. He told her all 
her sin. .She believed in Him, and went 
into the city to tell the people He was 
the Messiah, and many believed on Him. 

Why did she believe in Him? Her 
testimony to the people was, “He told 
me all that ever I did.” He looked into 
her heart. He told her, “God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth.” In her heart 
she was sick of her sin, and wanted a 
Saviour, 

The Lord can look into your heart and 
see your sin just as plainly as He Icoked 
into the heart of the woman that day at 
Jacob’s Well. And you must worship 
in spirit and in truth, just as the woman 
of Samaria. Christ knows if your prayer 
and praise come from your lips only, or 
if they are from your heart. 

The Lord Jesus.can give you the same 
living water He promised to her, if you 
will believe. Water is a type of the Word 
of God. There is God’s written Word, 
and there is the living Word, Christ Him- 
self. When Jesus Christ comes into your 
heart, you have His Spirit constantly to 
teach you and lead you,.and you have 
the Bible for teaching and training, and 
neither ever grows old, or stale. The 
more years you know the Lord, the 
sweeter He grows; and the more years 
you read and study God’s. Word,.-the 
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SHOWING NEWEST 


Christmas Cards ¢ 


MAKE MONEY—lots of it—between now and Christ- 


au ylcK CASH FOR YOU » 


mas. Amazing values in PERSONAL IMPRINTED 
CARDS wactneng 50 for $1, and 25 for $1. Also 
fast- oe ae BOXES ineluding our outstanding 

BON” ASSORTMENT. Exceptional gift 
any etchings, Religious Assortments. 
Samples sent on approval. No experience necessary. 


o. 
Dept. D-2 oe 32. CSiedetphte, Pa. 








; H Wanted at the Christian San- 
Night Supervisor storium, Midland Park. NJ. 


Registered Nurse to fill position of Night Supervisor. 
Address reply giving full particulars as to past experi- 
ence, age, and Church affiliation to Supervisor of Nurses. 





When answering advertisements, tell them 
you saw it in the Times. 











Dimmock Steeves 


NEW HANDBOOK ON BOYS' CLUB WORK 


Proved plans and methods for evan- 
elizing teen-age boys, by a successful 
—, club leader. Practical detailed 
directions for ev ing from club 
organization to games, with emphasis 
on how to claim these young lives for 


Gives information about: 


* THE LEADER * PROJECTS 
* THE CLUB ROOM * MESSAGES 
* GAMES * SUMMER CAMPS 


104 pages, durable cloth binding, 
handy pocket size, 4% x 6% inches. 
Each, 75¢ 





s INSTITUHE PLACE CHICAGO 








BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 





Middle-aged Christian woman fur home 
Wanted: imimionary work, Mot havegome knoe 
t rite 
Pry gp vard Street, Detroit 26, Michigan. , 








MISSIONARIES 
KEEP ON WORKING 


Send for a Free co y of ‘The Euro- 
pean Harvest Field’’ and read how 
our Missionaries continue their good 
work in spite of war dangers and trials. 


American European oats 
(Ini + A s 

156 Fifth Ave. New =a 10, WN. Y. 

We can make good use of your 


OLD CLOTHING. Don’t throw 
it away; send it to us. 
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UR SERIG 
Who Will Preach the Gospel 


When the Church Is Gone? 


If you are a well-taught child of 
God, you know the answer— the 
Jews, of course. We call them some- 
times The Tribulation Jews. To 
,them we must hand down our Torch 
of witness, that they may carry on, 
after we have heard the shout from 
heaven! 

And if this is true, then do you not 
see the categorical imperative in- 
volved? It means that the true 
church must now evangelize Israel 
with a fervor and intensity never 
known before, to a. that Rem- 
nant to take up the timony once 
the day of Grace is ended. This. is 
the deeper meaning of the Jewish 
mission witness, and we are not asleep 
when it comes to an understanding of 
the inner workings and necessities of 
God’s dispensational program. 

If God leads you to fellowship with 
us in this divinely given task, we shall 
surely on “T. sou ning hands 
with us. at mf is sent 
to x. Rt, — is proving a 
blessing to many of the Lord’s people 
in opening their eyes to present day 
prophetic fulfillments and meanings. 





AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn 6, New York 
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A LiFe INCOME — 
Your Safeguard!. 


¥* Critical days of change 
bring danger to ordinary 
investments. Avoidlossand 
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dearer it becomes. They are like cool, 
refreshing drinks of living water, satis- 


fying to the soul. Do you see why Jesus 


told that woman she would never thirst 
if she had the water He could give? Be- 
cause He Himself quenches all the thirsts 
of the believer. 
Mopesto, Cauir. 
p= 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
from our crowded lives in these days much 
of the true spirit of worship has been driven 


_ out by the throng of pressing duties that oc- 


cupy our thought. We would not have it thus; 
we would find full time for the periods of 
quiet worship before Thee. Sometimes when 
we are in the midst of a noisy factory, or 
walking on the street, there is the protection 
of Thy presence, which can bea shield to us 
from the noise of the world, and from the 


distractions of the intended quiet time, when ’ 


we would be alone with Thee. It is our 
earnest prayer today that we may learn the 
spirit of worship, and to lift our hearts to 
Thee in pure thankfulness’ for all that Thou 
art doing for us. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—How little we know 
about the stillness that gathers round us 
in times of true worship! We are so 
full of hurry; so hindered by much serv- 
ing and by hardly any serving at all. 
There are times when we ought to turn 
aside from the rush of the hour and be 
quiet while we look to God for His an- 
swer to our need, and especially His an- 
swer to the need of others. It is so re- 
freshing to our spirits to remember the 
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deep needs of our loved ones, and to ask 
the Lord to fulfill those needs in the lives 
that we know best. Thus we should pray 
for the home, for the children away at 
school or college or in the armed forces, 
that their cares may not interrupt their 
worship of our Lord; and that whether 
they are in the thick of their work or 
moving along the street to the next duty, 
they may truly worship Him as our Lord 
pointed out to that burdened woman at 
the well. It is often the most fruitful 
and joyous work we can do for Him. 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
“ ye 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments: ‘press, mailing, and 
composing rooms; subscription, account- 
ing, business, circulation, advertising, 
and editorial departments; jor the writers 
of lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the. two papers. 
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My’ Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—Take time every day to hold 
communion with the Lord. Discuss with 
the girls their own practice of a time of 
prayer. 

Phrase-Comparison Chart.—Make a 
chart with three columns, side by side, 
headed with the negative version of the 
Commandments to worship: 

1. NO OTHER GODS. 

Know the Lord. 

Worship the Lord. 

Know God as Father. 

God is Spirit. 

2. NO IDOLS. 

Honor Him only. 

Serve Him in deeds. 

God is unseen. 

Worship in Spirit. 

3 NO IRREVERENCE (Exod. 20:3-7; 
negative). 

Speak well of Him (Exod. 20:3-7; 

positive). 

Serve Him with words (Matt. 4:10). 

His name is holy (Matt. 6:9). 

Worship in truth (John 4:23, 24). 











We Neep SoMEONE TO WorsHIP 


HAT is worship? How is: it per- 

formed? 
accustomed to communion with the 
Lord? Is it possible to worship any 
time and anywhere? How? 


Why did God include these three com- 
mandments, emphasizing reverence, in 
the group of ten given upon the Mount? 
Above all else, He was seeking wor- 
shipers (Exod. 3:5, 6, 12; 19:4-6a); just 
as He was seeking worshipers during the 
days of the’ Lord Jesus (John 4:23), and 
will be throughout eternity (Rev. 4:10). 
God first seeks us, of course, in order to 
save us from sin (Luke 19:10), but simul- 
taneous with our new birth He seeks our 
worship (Psa. 95: 1-6). 

Name some hindrances to worship. 
Idolatry and profanity are mentioned in 
the texts. (See Col. 1:18c; Psa. 72:17.) 


Are idols a problem at the present 
time? Is it not true that as long as on 
tribe’ still continues to worship idols, 
long will they remain a problem? A 
converted native who had come to a 
missionary to inquire about the need of 
returning to idol worship to ward off 
a new difficulty that had arisen in her 
home, decided, after being shown God’s 
Word, that her idols were useless and 
unnecessary, and she and her husband 
promised to bring theirs to the mission 
to be burned. “But, white man,” said the 
perplexed woman, “there is one idol 


which I cannot bring to you because the 


goats ate it. What shalé I do?” 


Such idol worship seems foolish to us, 
but is it any more absurd than devotion 
to some object of our modern civiliza- 
tion? Anything or any person that keeps 
one away from fellowship with Christ 
is useless and unnecessary. Have you 


How may one become’ 
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ean affection or attachment that is caus- 
ing you to grow cold toward Christ? Are 
you willing, like these natives, to sur- 
render your idols, whatever they may 
be? 

How is irreverence a present problem? 
A few days ago we called the attention 
of a young neighbor to his need of rev- 
erence. Trying to excuse himself, he 
said, “I guess swearing has. become a 
habit with me, I hear so much of it.” 
“If you only knew how wonderful the 
Lord is whose name you speak so care- 
lessly, you could not keep such a habit,” 
we suggested. How could anyone swear 
who loved God? 

Several neighbor girls quit working 
in a defense plant largely because swear- 
ing, even among middle-aged women, 
was so prevalent and unbearable (1 Tim. 
6:1). Let us pause to pray for the tes- 
timony of Christian girls living or work- 
ing amidst conditions such as this. 

Set tHe Lorp Berore You! 


What its your best approach to wor- 
ship? “I have set the Lord always be- 
fore me,” the Psalmist declared (Psa. 
16:8). Is this true of you? Even though 
you cannot spend long minutes in a quiet 
place each day, never neglect some mop- 
ments with God. What is your most 
helpful way to spend those precious 
moments? 

Have you ever tried these? Think who 
it is to whom you are speaking, — how 
holy and just He is! Héw much He 
knows! How dearly He loves! What 
Fatherly concern He shows for you, His 
child! What can you do to please such 
a God? “Exalt ye the Lord ... for he 
is holy” (Psa. 99:5). Do you keep your 
Bible, notebook, and pencil handy dur- 
ing these times of meditation to write 
His thoughts as they are poured into your 
heart? (Psa. 139:17.) 

You might pray’ somewhat like this: 
“Dear Father in Heaven: This day is one 
which Thou hast made. During this day 
may I abandon all earthly idols, all un- 
holiness. May I remember today that 
Thou art my Father, and I am Thy child.” 

While you pray, you are in a hallowed 
place. Move softly there. Close your 
prayer revereritly. Come quietly away. 
You have had an interview with your 
Lord and King. 

ALPauGH, CALIF. 
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For Junior tendlins 
By Ruth E. Dow 


S THE story is told, have the refer- 
ences found: 

Ned and Roscoe were almost quarrel- 

ing. “My church is the best one in town,” 


claimed Ned. “More people go’ there 
than anywhere else. It has the finest 
choir, too.” “Oh, no, my church is bet- 


ter,” insisted Roscoe. “Mine is older, 
and we have the best preacher. I’ve 
often heard Father say so.” Ned again, 
“Well, look at your windows, just plain 













THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


old colored glass ones, and ours make 
beautiful pictures. Everybody ought to 
go there on Sunday.” Just then the two 
boys met Billy. “Say, Billy,” Ned started, 
“why do you folks go to that plain little 
chapel out on that back street instead 
of going to our big church with the beau- 
tiful windows?” “I wondered about that 
once,” Billy replied, “and Mother said 
something about how we went to church 
té worship God and praise Him, not just 
te hear a good sermon or look at pretty 
windows. She said it wasn’t the size 
of the building that counted, but the 
size of our love for God; not the beauty 
of the church, but the beauty of our 
Christian lives that God looked at. She 
showed me a verse in the Bible that told 
about worship, and it didn’t say anything 
about choirs or ministers or stained glass 
windows. Come on in, and we'll ask 
her where it is.” 

Billy’s mother was glad to answer the 
boys’ questions. “Once a woman asked 
the rd Jesus whether her church or 
His was the right one to go to. He didn’t 
say just which church, but He did say, 
‘True worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth’ (John 4: 
23, 24). You see, boys, beautiful win- 
dows and lovely music and interesting 
sermons should help in our worship of 
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God. But if you think only about the 
windows or are looking at the clothes 
people wear, are you worshiping God?” 
We have been learning the Ten Com- 
mandments. (Review the first and con- 
tinue with verses 4 to 6. Print verse 
4a and 5a on the class “stone” and have 
the pupils copy in their booklets. The 
golden calf story may be reviewed.) 
Roscoe was careless about some words 
he used, especially when off with the 
boys where Mother couldn’t hear. One 
noon he said what sounded like “Jesus,” 
but when his mother checked him on. it, 
he claimed he only said, “Geez.” After 
dinner Mother had a little talk with Ros- 
coe. First she told him to get his Bible 
and his dictionary. Then she asked him 
if he had repeated the Lord’s Prayer in 
school that morning. “Yes, sure. Why?” 
“What was the first thing you prayed?” 
Roscoe had to think a moment. “Oh, yes, 
‘Hallowed be thy name.’” “You didn’t 
mean that when you said the words, did 
you? You don’t really care whether 
God’s name is kept sacred and holy. You 
wouldn’t let anyone trample on even a 
corner of the flag. Yet you drag the 
name of the Lord Jesus down as if it 
didn’t mean anything! Or do-you think 
it is less bad to use only half of His 
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name, or only the first two letters? 
See what God Himself says in Exodus 
20:7.” (Print on the class “stone.”) 


Roscoe thought of all the words he and 
God knew about that Mother hadn’t 
heard. He was worried: God held him 
guilty; God wouldn’t forget all those 
naughty words. Finally he teld Mother 
the whole story. She had him find 1 
John 1:9. That made Roscoe feel bet- 
ter, and he asked God to forgive him 
right then and there. Then Mother read 
Psalm 103: 12, 


Mother and Roscoe made a list of 
words which he would not use because 
they were frreverent. (Develop this with 
the class.) Next they looked at the dic- 
tionary. Roscoe counted the number of 
words on one page. Then he multiplied 
(Help the chil- 
dren do this, especially fourth graders 
who have not had two-figure multipli- 
cation.) He was astonished. How many 
words there were in a dictionary! Next 
he subtracted the number of words that 
he had decided not to use. It looked 
as if there were still plenty left ! Mother 
suggested that Psalm 19:14 would be a 
good prayer for Roscoe to learn and re- 
member when out with the boys. He 
also learned Psalm 141:3. 


Wayne, MAINE. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 768) 


1. One form of it is putting any of God’s 
gifts in place of the Giver. 


2. Yes, if it is for the purpose of worship. 
But pictures drawn or painted by consecrated 
artists have been wonderfully used of God. 
The Jew seems to have been peculiarly 
tempted to idolatry, while true Christians 
have no thought of worshiping pictures or 
images. 


3. Because it lowers our thoughts of God 
and His holiness «and degrades our own 
minds. 


4. Webster’s dictionary says, “Profound re- 
spect mingled with love and awe; venera- 
tion.” . 


5. It is shown in the violation of God’s 
clearly proclaimed laws, the disregard for 
His holy Sabbath Day, the flaunting of Bible 
teachings, and a general state of ~ebellion in 
our own Christian land against them. 


6. Worship “in spirit and in truth” is as- 
cribing worth to God. It,is the soul’s rec- 
ognition of His greatness and glory, as re- 
vealed to us by the Spirit. 


7. Yes, we can put our confidence in His 
Word, and know He is present whether we 
possess a “feeling” or not (Heb. 11:6). 


8. No, we can worship God anywhere, but 
we are told not to forsake the gathering to- 
gether the saints for worship. We miss 
the bi g of fellowship in worship when 
we always worship alone. 


9. The natural man cannot really worship 
God. He needs first to be born again. 


God as “Father” and 
Christians 
in the great spiritual family one priv- 


ileges that could exist in no er relation- 
ship. 


\ 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











October 17. I, Being Christian in Our Friend- 
ships. John 15:9-14. 





Sunday, October 10 


How to Tell Right from Wrong 
(Deut. 6:17; Col. 3:23-25) 





Mon.—Wrong counsel heeded (2 Chron. 
10:8). 

Tues.—The deceptive way (Prov. 14:12), 

Wed.—Prayer for cleansing (Psa. 139:23, 
24). 

Thurs.—Cease evil; learn good (Isa, 1:16, 
17). 

Fri.—Influence of God’s Word (2 Tim. 3: 
14-17). 

Sat.—Hear and practice good (Jas. 1;25). 











OD has given us four principal 

means by which we may tell right 
from wrong. One of these is conscience, 
—that voice which God hag placed in 
the heart of every person, and which 
speaks to him of wrongdoing. An In- 
dian once likeried conscience to a little 
wheel with sharp points that revolved 
and pricked him on the inside when- 
ever he did, wrong. 


However, there is one difficulty about 
conscience. Until it is cleansed and re- 
generated by the power of God, through 
acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, it can be untrustworthy. Re- 
peated unwillingness to listen to the 
voice of conscience dulls it and finally 
silences it altogether. Conscience like- 
wise may be weak (1 Cor. 8:7), or it may 
be evil (1 Tim. 4:2). So, therefore, we 
need to be sure that we have a good 
conscience (1 Pet. 3:16, 21), by hav- 
ing our hearts sprinkled by the blood of 
Christ and thus made sensitive before we 
can depend upon it. 


The second great means of knowing 
right from wrong is God’s Word. The 
Scriptures reveal to us God’s will and 
His ways. They are a lamp to our feet 
and a light to our path (Psa. 119:105). 
They are, able to make us wise unto sal- 
vation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus (2 Tim. 3:15), and they were given 
to us for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, and for instruction in righteous- 
ness, that we may be throughly furnished 
unto all good works (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). The 
Psalmist realized their value in know-. 
ing right from wrong when he said, 
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee” (Psa. 119: 
11).. It is not strange, therefore, that we 
find. throughout God’s Word constant ad- 
monitions to read it, ‘to meditate upon 
it, to study it, and to be guided by it. 
It is the Christian’s manual of instruc- 
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tion,and his chart for his journey 
through life. 
ve 


The third means which God has pro- 
vided that we might know right from 
wrong is the Third Person of the Trinity, 
the Holy Spirit Himself. The Lord Jesus 
said, you will remember, “When he [the 
Holy Spirit] is come, he will reprove 
the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment” (John 16:8, 13-15). 


Finally, God has given us sincere, con- 
secrated Christian friends to help us 
know right from wrong. The Moly Spirit 
sometimes uses this means: of getting to 
us the directions we need. However, 
there is one precaution we need to keep 
in mind in taking the counsel of others, 
—all of these means of knowing right 
from wrong work together. They never 
work at cross purposes. In other words, 
the Holy Spirit never tells us to do con- 
trary to what we find in God’s Word. A 
pure conscience, likewise, never directs 
us to go contrary to the Word. We must, 
therefore, check the advice we get from 
Christian friends with God’s Word, dis- 
carding any counsel, no matter how sin- 
cere or well-meant it may be, that can- 
not be reconciled with it, 


It is God’s will and His desire that 
we might know clearly how to choose 
right from wrong. | He has promised 
that if we lack wisdom and will ask of 
Him, He will give it to us liberally and 
will not reprove us for our ignorance or 
lack of understanding (Jas. 1:5). Let us 
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‘ 
learn, then, to trust Him for His guid- 
ance, and faithfully to go to Him again 
and again for direction. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





For, Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





School i Lesson Coenen mittee, 
October 4 to 10 

Mon.—Exodus 20:1-7. Reverence for God. 

Prayer Succestions: “Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain.” All men are obligated to rever- 
ence God. There are laws against the 
use of profanity in public. These laws 
are not all enforced, but even so, God 
will “not hold him guiltless that taketh 
his name in vain.” Profanity is now 
becoming common among women. It is 
a call to greater Christian witness, re- 
buke, and warning. Pray for Southwest- 
ern Bible School, 2210 Ridge Park Ave., 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Tues.—Exodus $:1-6. Moses’ Reverence for God. 

Prayer SucGestTions: “Moses hid his 
face; for he was afraid to look upon 
God.” The seraphim mentioned in Isa- 
iah (chap. 6) covered their faces in the 
presence,of God. Moses’ reverence was 
of the same kind, but not of the same 
degree. We who are lower than the an- 
gels should respect God our Creator, 
Preserver,' and Friend sincerely and 
greatly. We do this when we honor His 
Word, rejoice in His works, and live to 
His glory. Pray for Union Bible Sem- 
inary, Westfield, Ind. 
Wed.—Daniel 2:19-23. 

Daniel’s Reverence for God. 

Prayer SuccesTions: “Blessed be the 
name of God for ever and ever.” Daniel, 
as he thought of God’s wisdom and 
might, His power over the governments 
of this world, and His grace in revealing 
deep and secret things, worshiped God 
with thanksgiving and praise. Answered 
prayer is a wonderful way of knowing 
God. At such times He is made a living, 
bright reality to our hearts. At such 
moments, worship is at its best. Pray for 
Messiah Bidle College, Grantham, Pa. 
Thurs.—Acts 17:24-29, The Sovereignty of God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He giveth to all 
life, and breath, and all things .. . and 
hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habita- 
tion.” God’s will is above the decisions 
of men and angels and. also of Satan and 
his angels. He commands.all things. His 
rule is eternal. Governments rise or fall 
at His nod. He is Lord of all. Every- 
thing is under His control. . Let every- 
thing that has breath praise Him. Pray 
for Faith Theological Seminary, Wil- 
mington, Del. 
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of that time, however, he has keen pointing 
men to God by senditg portions of the 
Bible outside the prison as inscriptions on 
attractive “Gospel Rings\”* This unusual 
Christian ministry is going on simply 
because one day a fellow pkisoner pointed 
No. 15045 to the Bible. Theke he found the 
Source of Eternal Life and Hope which start- 
ed him on his unique service td the world. 

A changed life indeed! But that’s what 
the Bible does to men and women—and to 
boys and girls who hear it, study it ynd 
learn its truths. Of course, Sunday Sthool 
is the place to teach them the Bible 
of Life.” And the ideal way to do this 
is through the 
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double-compartment tract holder sent free. 
Join now! Don’t miss these good things! 


Tract-of-the-Month Club, 322 W.Washington, Chicago 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Fri.—Psalm 99:1-9. ‘The Majesty of God. 


Prayer SuGcestions: “The Lord reign- 
eth.” God is glorious. He is above all. 
To Him let all honor, praise, and power 
be ascribed and blessing given. Vast 
and immortal be His praise who liveth 
forever and ever. God over all, blessed 
forever, is glorious in holiness and fear- 
ful in praises, and ¢,sly doeth wondrous 
things. Our place is’at His feet. Our 
highest work is that of exalting His glo- 
rious name and worshiping at His foot- 
stool. Pray for Providence Bible Insti- 
tute, 100 State St, idence, R. I, 


Sat.—Matthew 5:33-37. “Swear Not at All.” 


Prayer Succestions: “Swear not.” The 
wickedness of profanity is very great, 
and is a crime against God’s name that 
must be punished. It is a direct attack 
upon God Himself. It is a wicked break- 
ing of a definite commandment of God. 
It is a sin that has absolutely no excuse 
for it and which is committed without 
temptation. It greatly increases sin in 
the community. It not only destroys rev- 
erence for God, but also for the Bible, 
His places of worship, His holy Day, and 
everything good. Pray against the ris- 





3 Samples FREE 


on request, of America’s outstanding evangelistic weekly 


The Sword of the Lord 


edited b 
deity of Christ, His 
nial return of Christ. 


Nothing Else Like It! Full length evangelistic ser- 
mons by America’s greatest soul-winners. 
of revivals, stories of happy conversions, Bible ques- 
tions answered. Clear, pungent, sharp Bible preach- 
ing against sin. Soul-winning appeal. 


26 Saved in Last Seven Months 


Dr. John R. Rice, well-known evangelist. 
Stands for verbal inspiration of the Scriptures, the 
lood atonement, salvation by 
grace through faith, Hell, Heaven, and the premillen- 
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through messages in The Sword of the Lord! They wrote to tell us so. Preachers 
inspired, young people blessed, Christians made into soul-winners. 
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Dr. P. W. Philpott 

Rev. Sam Morris 

besides the fervent, Spirit-filled 
messages of the editor, Dr. 
Rice, and many others. Where 
else can you get so many 
full-length Gospel messages 
by God's greatest soyl-winners? 
















Evangelist Hyman Appelman says: “The Sword of the Lord is a superlative 
publication in every sense of the word. Every issue is a blessing to me as I am 
sure it is to countless multitudes of others... 
Christian living emphasis is being used of God widely. 
ceive it are unanimous in their praises of it.” 


.Its great evangelistic, consecrated 
The preachers who re- 


Send for FREE Samples today 


Some pastors send samples to church leaders, Sunday 
school teachers. REV. LENNARD DARBEE writes: 
“Our entire Sunday school staff here has been supplied 
with your paper. Evangelism, like measles, is caught, not 
taught; and The be Sword of the Lord is contagious in that 
respect. I know of no finer paper to put into the hands of 
church workers.” Write today for samples for yourself, 
or Christian workers you want to bless. 

Better yet, Send One Dollar for Full Year, 52 Issues; 
3 years only $2.00. . Money back after 4 issues if not 
satisfied. Address: 





145 .N.Hale Street Dept.T 





(Lesson for Oct. 10) Sept. 25, 1943 


ing. wickedness of profanity. among men 
and women. 
Sun.—John 4:21-26. God Is a Spirit. 

PraYER Succestions: “God is a.Spirit.” 
God cannot be seen. He is invisible. 
He is, nevertheless, real. You cannot 
see your real self, yet you exist. We had 
a beginning, but God always was and 
ever will be. We know God always was 
and ever will be. .We know that a be- 
ginning could only be made by one who 
never had a beginning, as the Bible de- 
clares in such verses as Psalm 102: 24-27 
and in Psalm 90:2. The Bible and reason, 
own this fact, for He cannot be supposed 
to have a, beginning or an end and still 
be God. God invisible is our Creator, 
Redeemer, and Friend. Pray for “Christ 
for America” Movement, 510 Land Title 
Bldg., Philadelphia. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 


to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1:00 each, per year. 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth 8t., Philadelphia 6, Pa. 
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